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OFFENSIVE ODOURS IN THE CLASSROOM
1. bSanhedrin 11a - Vilna edition

Likewise Rabbi (Yehuda HaNasi) was sitting and interpreting, and
he smelled the smell of garlic.
He said: whoever has eaten garlic should leave.
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Rabbi Hiyya stood up and left. They all stood and left.
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In the morning. Rabbi Shimon son of Rabbi found R. Hiyya and
said to him: Is it you who upset my father?
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He said to him: this sort of thing should not happen in Israel.
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QUESTIONS:

e What does this appear to be about? What else is happening?
¢ How might the context of this text influence our understanding of it?

2. bBava Metzia 58b - Vilna edition

The tanna taught a baraita before Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak:
Anyone who causes their fellow’s face to blanch in public, it is
as if he sheds blood.
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3. Midrash Bereishit Rabba - Parashat Lech Lecha 41:14 - Albeck Edition

It is told of R. (E)liezer that his brothers were ploughing in the
plain and he was ploughing on the hill, [when] his cow fell and
was injured [lit. broken].

It was to his benefit that his cow was injured.
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He ran away and went to Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai.
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He would eat lumps of earth [because he could not afford food]
until his mouth gave off a foul odour
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They [the other students] went and said to Rabban Yochanan
ben Zakkai:
the mouth odour of R. Eliezer is a problem.
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He [Yochanan] said to him: Just as the smell of your mouth
became malodorous on account of Torah, so may the
[favourable] aroma of your learning go out from one end of the
world to the other.
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QUESTION:
e How might this story foreshadow later events?

‘THE NOSE KNOWS...’ or does it?
4. Genesis 27: 26-27

Then his father Isaac said to him [Jacob]: “Come close and
kiss me, my son”;
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So he approached and kissed him. And he smelled the
scent of his clothes and he blessed him, saying:

“See, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that nin
has blessed.”
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QUESTIONS

e  Which other Senses feature in the Isaac/Jacob story?
e How Reliable Is the Sense of Smell?

UNSAVOURY
5. Genesis 34:25-26 and 30

On the third day, when they were in pain,

two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, brothers of Dinah,
each took his sword,

they went to the city undetected, and killed every male.
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They also killed Hamor and his son Shechem by the
sword.
[Then] they took Dinah from Shechem’s house, and left.
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Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,

“You have made trouble for me by making me stink to
the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the
Perizzites.

I am few in number, so that if they unite against me and
attack me, | and my household will be destroyed.”
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Exodus 7:21

...and the fish in the Nile died. The Nile stank so that
the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile;
and there was blood throughout the land of Egypt.
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Exodus 16: 19-20

And Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it
[the manna] over until morning.”
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But they paid no attention to Moses; some of them
left of it until morning, and it became infested with
maggots and stank.

And Moses was angry with them.
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Exodus 5:21

... and they [the Israelite elders] said to them [Moses
& Aaron], “May ninr look upon you and judge/punish
you for making us loathsome to Pharaoh and his

courtiers - putting a sword in their hands to slay us.”
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THE FIRST SMELL IN THE BIBLE
6. Genesis 8: 20-21

Then Noah built an altar to nint; he took [some] of each pure
animal and of each pure bird, and offered burnt offerings on
the altar.
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nin' smelled the pleasing aroma, and nin' resolved:

“| will never again doom the earth on account of humankind,
since the inclination of the human heart/mind is evil from
youth;

nor will | ever again destroy everything that lives, as | have
done.”
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QUESTIONS
e Does God (perceive) Smell?
o What does the Noah passage imply about Smell?
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7. Abraham Ibn Ezra on Genesis 8:21

Heaven forbid [that one deduce from this] that God smells,
nor does [God] eat...

Rather the meaning is that he received the offering, and it
was pleasing to him... just as a person smells a good aroma
and hungers....
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MORE THAN LITERAL?
8. Ezekiel 20:41

| will accept you as a pleasing aroma when | bring you
out from among the peoples, and gather you from the
lands within which you are scattered; and | will be
sanctified in the sight of the nations.
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9. lsaiah 11:3

He shall not judge by what his eyes behold,
Nor render decision based on what his ears hear.

He shall sniff out [the truth]-by means of his reverence for nin®:
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10. Ibn Ezra on Isaiah 11:3

which in reality is stationary...
...only the sense of smell is not deceived...

‘And he will smell/sniff out... At times the sense of hearing (lit.
the ear) may be mistaken into hearing a non-existent sound;
likewise the eye may be mistaken in seeing something in motion
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SMELL IN RELIGIOUS PRACTICE
11. bBerachot 35a

Our rabbis taught:

It is forbidden for a person to derive benefit from this world
without [saying] a blessing.

Anyone who does benefit without blessing has defrauded
[i.e. used something improperly].
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12. bBerachot 43b

Rav Zutra bar Toviya said in the name of Rav:

From where [is it derived] that one makes a blessing over
asmell? It says: “Let every soul praise God.”

What is the thing from which the soul benefits, but the
body does not benefit from it?

You must admit; it is the [sense of] smell.
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13. Kitzur Shulchan Arukh 96

A blind person does not make a blessing over the candle.
One who does not smell should not make a blessing over
the spices [at Havdalah].
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14. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayyim 297:5

A person who cannot smell does not make a blessing over
the spices,

unless their intention is to exempt [i.e. fulfil the obligation for]
minors in the household who have reached [the age of]
education, or to exempt someone who does not know [how
to do it].
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1 Psalm 150:6
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